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WORLD SURGERY, 1950. By Stephen A. Zieman. Philadelphia, J. B.
Lippincott Company, 1950. 161 pp. $6.00.
This book is a collection of abstracts of the world literature in surgery
written by the abstract and news editor of the Journal of the International
College of Surgeons. The volume is attractive in format and is easy to use.
Complete references are listed at the end of each abstracted article, most of
which were published in 1949. The papers were chosen on the basis of the
unusual, the interesting, and the new in the theory and practice of surgery.
For the surgeon who has scant time to thumb through his journals, this
volume should be of help in keeping up with advances in fields other than
his own and in learning of the achievements of his foreign colleagues.
W. F. S.
THE ABC OF ACID-BASE CHEMISTRY. By H. W. Davenport. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 3d edition, 1950. 86 pp. $2.00.
Davenport's classic monograph appears for the third time with several
notable improvements. The binding, though paper, is more attractive and
the size is smaller and less cumbersome. The author and printer have
achieved clarity both in technical matters, such as the printing of formulas,
and in the minor revisions of the text. In general, there are no drastic
reversals of theory, although "dissolved carbonic acid" is spoken of as
"dissolved carbondioxide" in the new edition, and the method recommended
for the determination of alkali reserve is changed. Perhaps the most import-
ant additions are a bibliography and seven new sections. These include:
methods for laboratory analyses and general discussions of (1) carriage of
oxygen in the blood, (2) buffers, (3) chemical regulation of respiration.
There is also expansion of the section on renal compensation. Departures
from the 2d edition, then, are for the most part in the direction of clarifica-
tion, and those who find the subject confusing should certainly acquire the
new edition.
0. L. K.
SIR WILLIAM OSLER: APHORISMS FROM HIS BEDSIDE TEACHINGS AND
WRITINGS. Collected by Robert Bennett Bean. Edited by William Bennett
Bean. New York, Henry Schuman, Inc., 1950. 159 pp. $2.50.
While on rounds with Osler during 1903-05, R. B. Bean kept notes of
the more pithy of Osler's spontaneous remarks while in the wards. From
these notes, Dr. Bean's son, W. B. Bean, has compiled and edited this little
volume of 357 Osler aphorisms, his purpose being "to introduce him
(Osler) to a new generation of medical students, and to refresh the memory
of an older generation." The result is a delightful collection of epigrams
which not only serves these purposes, but stands in its own right as another
independent view, in this sense neither introduction nor refresher, of a
fascinating personality. Through the charm and humor of Osler's own
words, we glimpse the many facets of his character: the Spartan nature of
both his professional and private life, his devotion and unselfishness toward
his students, his ideas on education and examinations, his advice to students
(including many pointers on clinical observation and technique), his philoso-
phy concerning life and his profession, and his deep love for his work. ThisBOOK REVIEWS 163
collection seems certain to serve its function of refreshing the memory of
the older generation of medical students. For the new generation, a volume
of individual aphorisms cannot, of course, be more than a brief introduction,
but a more stimulating and entertaining introduction than this volume
would be difficult to find.
R. G.
PRACTICAL GYNECOLOGY. By W. J. Reich and M. J. Nechtow. Philadel-
phia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1950. 426 pp. $10.00.
Two Cook County Hospital staff members have prepared a text for the
non-specialist on the subject of "everyday" gynecology. Their efforts have
given us an extremely readable and worthwhile volume. The entire book
could be read in a few evenings' concentration. It is chatty in style but
serious in content. The book is liberally illustrated and contains a unit of
fifteen plates of exceptionally fine colored photographs of various patho-
logical conditions. The authors explain clearly the simple methods and
practical procedures used in obtaining diagnoses by the physician in office
practice. Students are sure to appreciate this volume, for it gives a complete
coverage of the field but does not bog down in the rare, the esoteric, or the
finely detailed discussions of more standard texts.
W. F. S.
MR. CARLYLE MY PATIENT. By James L. Halliday. New York, Grune
& Stratton, 1950. 227 pp. $3.50.
Thomas Carlyle, Victorian man of letters, lived for eighty-six years.
For sixty-three of those years he suffered from pains in the upper abdomen
which he called "dyspepsia" and from chronic constipation, depression and
irritability which he termed "biliousness." Author Halliday, from a
scholarly study of Carlyle's works, letters, pamphlets, and journals, has
pieced together a searching psychobiography of the gaunt, brusque Scots-
man. Readers will be interested especially in the treatment of the legend
of Carlyle's alleged impotence. The fact that the author's subject was a
voluble and prolific writer with a psychological "orientation" has given this
study advantages over other latter-day analyses of historical figures. The
work is presented as a case study with the appropriate Carlylean quota-
tions, arranged in chronological reference, interpreted and explained in
language more or less intelligible to the psychiatrically uninitiated. Con-
tinuity is provided by conventional biographical methods. This volume
should provide exciting tea time talk for Carlyle's twentieth century dis-
ciples and admirers but a somewhat less surprised reception from psychi-
atrists who are sure to have heard this story, with modifications, repeated
often by other voices in other rooms.
W.F.S.
A HISTORY OF BIOLOGY. By Charles Singer. New York, Henry Schu-
man, Inc., 1950. xxv + 579 pp. $5.
Charles Singer has made a distinguished contribution to the Life of
Science Library series. In this book, which was previously printed in
America under the title The Story of Living Things, he presents in chrono-
logical order the inception and progress of the fundamental ideas upon
which the science of Biology stands.